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Readings: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

All right, let’s see how we do this time: God is good. Can I get an 

AMEN?!  

Amen, yes, we accept, it is true in my life. When is God good? All 

the time! Amen! Are you sure? Do you feel like you can say God is 

good all the time, all the time? Some can, but I’m willing to bet many of 

us have had moments in our lives when we thought: you know what? 

No, God isn’t very good… at least not right now... actually God can 

sometimes feel annoying. 

It happens. And when something becomes annoying, we want to 

get rid of it. A huge fly with supernatural reflexes and mind reading 

abilities gets in the house. An invisible mosquito buzzing in your ear. 

That itchy tag in your shirt. That pebble in your shoe… annoying! And 

we do everything possible to get it out. When God seems annoying, that 

too is our response… get God out!  

Many things can do that. God is not answering my good-

intentioned faith filled prayers that I desperately need. Annoying. God 

isn’t intervening in this illness. Annoying. I try hard to be a good moral 

self-giving person but nothing good ever happens to me, yet this other 

person who is the complete opposite seems to get all the blessings. 

Annoying. I guess this thing that is part of my life right now God does 

not approve of and I have to do something about it… annoying.  

That was my experience. The last time I found God incredibly 

annoying was when I was 25, which ironically, happened in the 

seminary, the place where I was supposed to feel most close to God.  
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I went into seminary because I had had an amazing powerful 

emotional experience of God in my life and was convinced God was 

calling me to be a priest! I felt pretty holy, pretty special for having had 

this very mystical experience. I remember entering seminary feeling so 

happy, feeling like yes: the time is finally here, the year of fulfillment 

when I begin this process, God is good, all the time!   

But that feeling was short lived as I had to face the reality of 

seminary formation which includes having to confront my own inner 

daemons as I was being told that I wasn’t as good and holy a person as I 

thought I was (by the way seminary formation is difficult. It’s not all 

holy prayer and study. All of you get to see the end product, the end 

result, but that process takes a toll, so always pray for our seminarians). 

Being told there were many things I needed to work on was 

annoying, and very quickly I went from someone praying the rosary and 

doing my holy hour religiously every day to nothing, and out of that 

annoyance I began to develop an aversion to God. I would skip mass as 

much as I could get away with it without being caught because being 

there filled me with anxiety, I couldn’t stand the prayers, the music… I 

remember one day a friend invited me to take a walk, then busts out his 

rosary and I could only get through one decade. I considered leaving 

seminary, I could not stand it. God was no longer good, God was 

annoying and I was pushing God out of my life. 

Maybe some of you have had a similar experience to some degree. 

As a priest I know it happens often because you get to talk to me about 

it. I hear it in the confessional, or after mass a parent will say “please 

pray for my teen or young adult who is full on rejecting faith out of 
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nowhere, they even seem angry at God and even the mention of mass 

sets them off.” 

It happens! It is the negative side of coming to confront the 

powerful word of God in our lives: the word will either make us say yes 

AMEN God is God, and this word is true in my life as we saw last week, 

or BOOOO, GET GOD OUT! As we see this week. 

Beginning with Jeremiah who is called to proclaim God’s word to 

the nations. Right away God warns him that it will be a painful 

experience, that people will have a negative reaction to this word, and 

they will reject him. This happened to all the prophets, and it happened 

because they were telling people annoying things: that they were not as 

good as people as they thought, that they had to change, that their idea of 

themselves and God was wrong. 

That is what Jesus is doing in the gospel which continues from last 

week. After reading the passage he sits and declares “today, these words 

are fulfilled in your hearing.” At first “all spoke highly of him, all were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.” They liked 

what they heard, yes, God is good! But in a matter of minutes, 

something annoys them to the point of chasing him out of the 

synagogue. 

What did Jesus say that makes them so mad? Well, Jesus was 

assigned a reading from Isaiah, but he deliberately chose to read this 

section which speaks about how God would bring glad tidings, proclaim 

liberty, recovers sight, and free the oppressed. All good things that they 

would agree with and say amen! But in reading Jesus does something 
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else deliberately: he leaves out an important verse from that passage 

which reads “this would be the day of God’s vengeance.” 

This confused people. They were amazed by his eloquence, but 

wondered why he left this part out, why he didn’t affirm that God would 

also destroy the enemy when that was also something God was supposed 

to do and which they wanted (which remember, at the time of Jesus, the 

enemy was Rome who they were hoping the messiah would crush). 

Surely Jesus made a mistake, so they ask him a question, as if giving 

him a chance to correct himself. 

But Jesus responds by comparing himself to Elijah and Elisha, 

both whom at one point in their ministry were in Jewish land but 

deliberately chose to help the poor and suffering non-jews. This is what 

did it, this is where they felt annoyed. Jesus was telling them: you are 

wrong, you are here in the synagogue feeling holy, but you are not if you 

will continue to want God’s promise only for yourself. The word is 

fulfilled in your hearing, but its not just for you, it is for the Romans and 

gentiles too because that is how God’s love is. 

They didn’t like it; they could not stand it! That is not how God is 

supposed to be. God is good yes, but not all the time, God should 

sometimes be revengeful! They felt so annoyed at hearing they were 

wrong that they drove Jesus out, trying to kill him, which is Luke’s 

foreshadowing of the crucifixion: when everyone would have this 

adverse reaction to the love of God that Jesus proclaimed.  

Now, Luke is emphasizing this for two reasons. First, the 

community receiving this message was mostly gentile Christians, non-

jews, who would fit the description of Isaiah in terms of being poor and 
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oppressed. Luke is telling them: this good news is for you, even if you 

were not part of the chosen people of Israel at the beginning. God is 

good to you too despite what you might have heard.  

 At the same time, Luke is warning them that they themselves are 

prone to doing the same thing, especially as converts learning how to let 

go of the old way of life to embrace Christianity, because that is how 

Satan works in the community, always looking for ways to reject the 

love of God.  

Just before this scene in Gallie, Luke describes the temptations in 

the desert, one of them being when Satan tells Jesus “hey, throw 

yourself off this cliff! I’m sure God will send his angels to catch you!” 

That didn’t work, so here is Satan trying to eliminate Jesus another way, 

this time trying to push him off a cliff through another means, through 

the community. 

Luke’s words are of course for us as well. We must be aware of 

how we react to the word of God in our lives. Sometimes we will shout 

Amen! But sometimes when challenged, we too are prone to feeling 

annoyed which can lead to being Satan as we have an adverse rejection 

of God, others, and sometimes ourselves. The only way to overcome 

annoyance is by accepting and embracing the love of God, even when 

that love challenges, even when that love brings hardship, because at the 

end, that is the only thing that endures forever.   

As I reflect back on my own early seminary experience and why I 

suddenly had that adverse rejection of God, I think that is what it was… 

my first encounter with the love of God made me realize that yes, God is 

good, AMEN, God loves me just the way I am! The second encounter 
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with the word of God in the seminary was challenging, it hurt my 

feelings to hear that while God did love me just the way I was, God also 

loved me too much to just let me stay there, and there were things I 

needed to change if I was to experience this love so as to give it to 

others.  

It was a frightening encounter, yet love never fails, Satan was 

overcome, I never threw Jesus off a cliff though I wanted to. God’s 

authentic love will continue to call us as a community every week 

through the word being proclaimed at mass. Sometimes the message will 

be amazing, other times it will be uncomfortable, annoying. But if we all 

accept it, then there will no doubt that indeed Good is good, ALL the 

time. Can I get an amen? 

 

+ Fr. Carlos 


